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The dagger, “
Zayi

n” fr
om which

 

we obtain
 our Z

 must h
ave

 been 

importa
nt in

 th
e daily liv

es o
f 

Greeks, H
ebrews a

nd Phoeni-

cians fo
r it

 occupies th
e six

th 

place (Z
eta) and th

e se
venth in 

the la
rger a

lphabets. 
The Ro-

mans d
id not change it’

s n
ame 

or s
hape, b

ut a
lth

ough th
ere 

has b
een lit

tle change in
 2,000 

years w
e se

e lit
tle re

semblance 

to th
e sh

ort s
word in

 th
e le

t-

ter th
e Romans g

ave us. M
any 

slig
ht c

hanges h
ave occurre

d 

in th
e fo

rm
atio

n of th
e le

tte
rs 

of th
e alp

habet th
at m

ay be ac-

counted fo
r. A

t fi
rst 

the Greeks 

wrote fro
m le

ft t
o rig

ht to
 le

ft 

on th
e next li

ne - 
a m

ode of 

writi
ng th

at h
as b

een te
rm

ed 

“boustr
ophedon” because it 

runs a
s a

n ox plow does in
 th

e 

field, u
p one fu

rro
w and down 

another. I
t is

 due to
 th

is f
act 

that m
any letters w

ere re
verse

d 

fro
m th

eir o
riginal p

rototypes.
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n

3 M
ay,

 7pm, The Rotunda, 

The Unive
rsit

y of V
irgi

nia, 
Charlo

ttesvil
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ncesto

rs


